
Friday, February 4, 2022Friday, February 4, 202266  Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

TAX  
Come Join Our Family

716-431-5871
www.egtax.com  

*Restrictions Apply  

•  Refund Advance Loans*  
•  Lowest Fees Guaranteed  
•  110% Refund Guarantee

Loyalty Discount
$50 OFF
With This Ad.  Only applicable to Tax Preparation.  

Does not apply toward bank products.  Exp. 04-18-22

Prior Clients Only

Lewiston
779 Cayuga St.

New-Client Discount
$25 OFF
With This Ad.  Only applicable to Tax Preparation.  

Does not apply toward bank products.  Exp. 04-18-22

Top Notch Removal Rated Number ONE 
In Junk RemovalWe remove all unwanted junk 

and debris from houses, garages, 
sheds, yards, commercial buildings, 

storage units, warehouses.

We also tear-down and remove 
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools, 
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Top Notch 
Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE

topnotchremoval@gmail.com

Business Opportunity 
Available

Commercial Newspaper 
Delivery Route

In Lewiston & Youngstown
Ideal for:   Retirees

      Shift Workers

      College Students

This is an independent contractor opportunity

Frontier House: Timeline for reopening moves to early 2023
A window above the former Mc-

Donald’s Restaurant drive-thru win-
dow also was boarded up.

Fox noted, “We’re planning to 
keep everything intact as it is. 
There’s some front façade removal 
replacement that’s happening right 
now. But that would all be in kind of 
historic, original look and character 
of it. The front and the rear build-
ing are just being retrofi tted on the 
inside. There’s no major removal of 
any network.”

Architect Jim Fittante of Fit-
tante Architecture said, “It’s all the 
cracked mortar, everything that’s 
fallen out through the years, in be-

tween the stone. Where the scaf-
folding is now was probably the 
worst part, where the actual wall 
was actually bowing out a little bit. 
So, in that upper section on the 
front, I know that they’re actually 
taking down a few feet of the stone 
and rebuilding it back up.”

Welch said, “I have had conversa-
tions with Bill and he told me, come 
January, he was going to start re-
ally pouring the coals to it. And he 
was true to his word. They’ve been 
working every day there. I think 
it’s going to be great if they can do 
the original thought of the boutique 
hotel, where people can actually go 
inside it and see what it’s like. I’m 

hoping that the public will be able 
to see everything that they’re doing 
there.”

Last September, Fox said the plan 
was to create 11 units spread across 
the second, third and fourth fl oors: 
“We can do a longer-term rental on 
the units, or we can do shorter-term 
rental – be it a bed and breakfast or 
something like that. …

“The majority of the fi rst fl oor 
will be dedicated to commercial use 
– so, be it a retail tenant, or maybe 
a small restaurant-type tenant or 
something like that, that could ac-
tivate the fi rst fl oor. … In addition, 
the basement level … the rathskel-
ler … we’re looking to reactivate 
that space in the basement, too, 
probably for some sort of a restau-
rant-type space; restaurant or bar.”

On Monday, Fox said, “That’s 
still the program. It’s a mix of those 
two. Again, we may be adding a few 
additional units in the lower level, 
being the fi rst fl oor and the rear. 
But we’re looking at a couple fl ex 
options with that, between addition-
al residential – two to three units 
potentially – and retaining that as 
commercial space.”

He added, “If we do have the resi-
dential there, that’ll probably take 
about half of the fi rst-fl oor foot-
age. But we would still, at least in 
a case where we end up with some 
residential on one, we probably still 
end up with at least, again, half of 
that fi rst fl oor – at a minimum – and 
then portions of the basement, po-
tentially, as retail/restaurant-type 
space.”

Regarding the rathskeller, Fox 
said, “We’re studying some acces-
sibility issues at this time with the 
architect, some different options 
with that, as we have kept some of 

our plans in terms of access to the 
basement and fl ex. We’re working 
through some of those details right 
now, looking at what code requires 
in terms of that access, and going to 
make some decisions on that soon. 

“And we’ve had quite a bit of in-
terest, too, in that retail/restaurant-
type space, so we’re hoping to kind 
of wrap up that interest and those 
code questions soon.”

In his original interview, Fox ex-
plained the restoration project was 
slowed in part by the coronavirus 
pandemic, and in part because it 
would take time to receive renova-
tion approval from the New York 
State Historic Preservation Offi ce. 
The Frontier House is designated 
on state and national historic regis-
ters, meaning exterior adjustments 
are required to be in keeping with 
the property’s historic look and 
character.

“It’s gone through SHPO at this 
point – it has their approval,” Fox 
said this week. “It’s off at national 
parks now. We’re waiting for their 
fi nal review and approval.” 

That could arrive as soon as mid- 
to late-February.

Fittante said SHPO is “very 
pleased. They love seeing an owner 
take on the restoration of these old-
er buildings.”

“Everybody’s benefi ting from it,” 
he added. “We’re getting back a 
historical building. And we’re meet-
ing all the guidelines. So, it’s a good 
historical restoration of a great 
building that’s in Lewiston.”

As winter turns to spring, “We’re 
pretty much fi nal on our fl oor plans 
that we’re going to be moving for-
ward with, so I mean, it’s really just 
getting in the building construction 
drawings to the village, so that they 
can start the buildout of the inte-
rior,” Fittante said.

He explained the next phase – 
though of paramount importance – 
won’t quite be as exciting to watch.

“Now it’s probably going to be 

just seeing a lot of materials come 
in and storing on site, and then a lot 
of the people probably won’t see a 
lot of the work going on, because 
now it’s going to move to the inte-
rior,” Fittante said. “But it’s always 
good to see that exterior work 
getting done. I’ve been around in 
the repointing of an old historical 
structure. It takes a lot of work and 
someone who knows what they’re 
doing, and they’re doing a good job 
doing it.”

Fox indicated the main interior 
renovations would begin this sum-
mer. He acknowledged the timeline 
has been pushed back a little bit, 
and that the Frontier House likely 
won’t reopen to the public until 
early 2023.

“There’s been great anticipa-
tion,” he said. “From every indica-
tion, we’ve seen great response and 
great reception to both the plan and 
what we’re planning to do and look-
ing to with the property. Obviously, 
many of the locals have the Fron-
tier House close to their heart, and 
want to see a reuse that is in keep-
ing with the history of the building 
– which is what we’re doing.”

Welch said, “My one big thing 
was to take care of that Frontier 
House, and it was very hard going 
through COVID, and everybody 
saying, ‘Well, now it’s just sitting 
there again.’ I had all the faith in 
the world in Bill, and we just had to 
ride out the COVID. He had a lot of 
projects that he had to take care of 
in Buffalo, and his other properties. 
So, I mean, it wasn’t an easy thing 
to do, to start a brand-new project 
when he had other ones that were 
on hold. 

“I have all the faith in the world 
in Bill. He’s a good guy and he’s 
true to his word. He’s going to fi n-
ish that project the way he said he 
would. 

“I’m just excited to see it. I hope 
it’s sooner than later.”
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